COMMON ROOTS
Summary

The church is called the catholic church (catholic here meaning “universal”--the whole church)
by everyone through the first several centuries of church history.

In the first few centuries, bishops gradually assumed the chief role in the various local churches,
and among the bishops several of them--like those of Rome, Jerusalem, Constantinople--gained
international influence and asserted their claims to authority over others.

Further, by the fifth century the church divided along linguistic and geographical (and to some
extent theological) lines, the result being a Latin-speaking Western church and a Greek-speaking
Eastern church.

These two, with their centers at Rome and Constantinople, increasingly debate with one
another from the fifth through the eleventh centuries.

The definitive break occurred in 1054. From that time on we clearly have a Roman
Catholic Church and an Eastern Orthodox Church.

For centuries before and after the break with the Eastern church, the Roman church was
developing some of its distinctive doctrines--the mass as a sacrifice, veneration of saints,
purgatory--so that when the Protestant Reformation occurred in the sixteenth century it came
from within a fully developed Roman Catholic Church. At the Council of Trent (1540s to
1560s) the Roman Catholics reaffirmed their doctrines, creating a sharp difference between
themselves and the Protestant reformers.

Meanwhile, the Eastern church continued its separate existence, and rejected the Protestant
Reformation, thereby maintaining the three-part division of Christendom. All three divisions
accept the creedal statements of the first six ecumenical councils, A.D. 325-681.

EVANGELICAL

The term was not widely used prior to the sixteenth century so it does have particular application
to Protestants, the heirs of the Reformation.

Evangelicals:

1. Hold to the evangel (Greek: euanggelion), the “good news” that there is salvation in Christ
alone through personal commitment to him.
2. Regard the Bible (in contrast to the Bible and Tradition) as the final authonty in matters of

faith and conduct.
3. Believe that personal witness is a natural consequence of salvation in Christ.
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The Tanak (According to the Masoretic Text) = 24 books

The Law (Torah) = 5 books

The Prophets (Naviim) = 8 books

The Writings (Kethubim) =
11 books

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Former Prophets = 4 books
Joshua
Judges
1~2 Samuel
1-2 Kings

Latter Prophets = 4 books
{saiah
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
The Twelve

Hosea
Joel

Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Poetry = 3 books
" Psalms
Proverbs
Job
Rolls = 5 books
Song of Songs
Ruth
Lamentations
Ecclesiastes
Esther .
Others (History) = 3 books
Daniel
Ezra-Nehemiah
1—2 Chronicles

The Roman Catholic Old Testament (According to the Jerusalem Bible) = 46 books

Wisdom = 7 books

Prophecy = 18 books

Law = 5 books History = 16 books
i Joshua Job Isaiah‘
gigﬁi‘: Judges Psalms Jeremiah )
Leviticus Ruth Proverbs Lamenta_uons )
Numbers 1 Samuel Ecclesiastes —Baruch (mcludmg the
Deuteronomy 2 Samuel Song of Songs L‘la(t‘tir of Jeremiah)
1 Kings — Wisdom Ezekiel L
2 Kings ~ Ecclesiasticus (ﬁamei {with additions))
1 Chronicles osea
2 Chronicles ioel
Ezra mos.
Nehemiah ;Z)ba;}:ah
—Tobit on;
~Judith Micah
(Esther (with additiona Nahum
. — 1 Maccabees Habakk}xk
— 2 Maccabees Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
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i = included (canonicity definitely accepted)

missing (the codex omits the Pastorals and ends at Heb 9:13)

o = omitted {canonicity doubted or denied)

m

r = rejected (canonicity specifically denied)




