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Love Defined in the Love Defined in the 
Death of ChristDeath of Christ

1 John 3:111 John 3:11--1818

Ryan HabbenaRyan Habbena

Twin City FellowshipTwin City Fellowship

Children of GodChildren of God

1 John 3:21 John 3:2

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has 
not appeared as yet what we will be We know not appeared as yet what we will be We know 
that when He appears, we will be like Him, that when He appears, we will be like Him, 
because we will see Him just as He is. because we will see Him just as He is. 

The Message of LoveThe Message of Love

1 John 3:111 John 3:11--1212

For this is the message which you have heard For this is the message which you have heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one from the beginning, that we should love one 
another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one 
and slew his brother And for what reason did he and slew his brother And for what reason did he 
slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his 
brother's were righteous.brother's were righteous.
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The The ““NewNew”” CommandmentCommandment

 John 13:34John 13:34--3535

"A new commandment I give to you, that you "A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another, even as I have loved you, that love one another, even as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another. By this all men will you also love one another. By this all men will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have love know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another." for one another." 

Hatred and Murder=Hatred and Murder=
No Eternal LifeNo Eternal Life

1 John 3:131 John 3:13--1515

Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates 
you. We know that we have passed out of death you. We know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the brethren. He who into life, because we love the brethren. He who 
does not love abides in death. Everyone who does not love abides in death. Everyone who 
hates his brother is a murderer; and you know hates his brother is a murderer; and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

Love Defined Love Defined 

1 John 3:161 John 3:16--1717

We know love by this, that He laid down His life We know love by this, that He laid down His life 
for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. But whoever has the world's the brethren. But whoever has the world's 
goods, and sees his brother in need and closes goods, and sees his brother in need and closes 
his heart against him, how does the love of God his heart against him, how does the love of God 
abide in him? abide in him? 



3

The High Calling of LoveThe High Calling of Love

John 15:12John 15:12

"This is My commandment, that you love one "This is My commandment, that you love one 
another, just as I have loved you.  Greater love another, just as I have loved you.  Greater love 
has no one than this, that one lay down his life has no one than this, that one lay down his life 
for his friends.for his friends.””

Love WorksLove Works

1 John 1:181 John 1:18

Little children, let us not love with word or with Little children, let us not love with word or with 
tongue, but in deed and truth. tongue, but in deed and truth. 

Expressing Love Expressing Love ––
An Essential of the Christian LifeAn Essential of the Christian Life

 1 Corinthians 13:11 Corinthians 13:1--88
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not 

have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. And remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. And 
if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing. Love is patient, love is kind and is not profits me nothing. Love is patient, love is kind and is not 
jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not 
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never failsendures all things. Love never fails
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#1 Divine Love is Demonstrated in #1 Divine Love is Demonstrated in 
the Death of Christthe Death of Christ

Romans 5:8 Romans 5:8 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. us. 

#2  Divine Love is Costly#2  Divine Love is Costly

Romans 8:32Romans 8:32--3535

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 
over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely 
give us all things? Who will bring a charge against give us all things? Who will bring a charge against 
God's elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the God's elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the 
one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, 
rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?sword?

#3 Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a #3 Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a 
Supreme Act of LoveSupreme Act of Love

2 Corinthians 5:182 Corinthians 5:18--2020
Now all these things are from God, who Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and reconciled us to Himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against Himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed to us the word of them, and He has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were making an for Christ, as though God were making an 
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. Christ, be reconciled to God. 


