
7/11/2010

www.twincityfellowship.com 1

A Warning Against 
Defiant Sin 

Numbers 15:17 - 31

Presented by Bob DeWaay

July 11, 2010

� Numbers 15:17 - 19

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  
“Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 
‘When you enter the land where I bring you, 
then it shall be, that when you eat of the food 
of the land, you shall lift up an offering to the 
Lord.’”

The first fruits offering is a reminder that 
everything we have comes from the Lord

� Numbers 15:20 - 21

Of the first of your dough you shall lift up a 
cake as an offering; as the offering of the 
threshing floor, so you shall lift it up. From 
the first of your dough you shall give to the 
Lord an offering throughout your generations.

The first fruits offering is a reminder that 
everything we have comes from the Lord
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� Numbers 15:22, 23

But when you unwittingly fail and do not 
observe all these commandments, which the 
LORD has spoken to Moses, even all that the 
Lord has commanded you through Moses, 
from the day when the LORD gave 
commandment and onward throughout your 
generations,

Unintentional sin    

� Numbers 15:24

then it shall be, if it is done unintentionally, 
without the knowledge of the congregation, 
that all the congregation shall offer one bull 
for a burnt offering, as a soothing aroma to 
the Lord, with its grain offering and its drink 
offering, according to the ordinance, and one 
male goat for a sin offering.

There is an offering for unintentional sin

� Numbers 15:25, 26

Then the priest shall make atonement for all 
the congregation of the sons of Israel, and 
they will be forgiven; for it was an error, and 
they have brought their offering, an offering 
by fire to the Lord, and their sin offering 
before the Lord, for their error. So all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel will be 
forgiven, with the alien who sojourns among 
them, for it happened to all the people 
through error.

There is forgiveness from God for error
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� Numbers 15:27 - 29

Also if one person sins unintentionally, then 
he shall offer a one year old female goat for 
a sin offering. The priest shall make 
atonement before the Lord for the person 
who goes astray when he sins 
unintentionally, making atonement for him 
that he may be forgiven. You shall have one 
law for him who does anything 
unintentionally, for him who is native among 
the sons of Israel and for the alien who 
sojourns among them.

Atonement for unintentional sin

� Numbers 15:30, 31

But the person who does anything defiantly, 
whether he is native or an alien, that one is 
blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall 
be cut off from among his people. Because 
he has despised the word of the Lord and 
has broken His commandment, that person 
shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on 
him.

Defiant sin is blasphemy!

Implications and Applications

1) To defy God’s self revelation is to 
blaspheme the Holy Spirit

2) Apostasy is the equivalent of the blasphemy 
of the Holy Spirit

3) God will keep true Christians from apostasy 
and will forgive their sins
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� Matthew 12:31, 32

Therefore I say to you, any sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be 
forgiven. Whoever speaks a word against the 
Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but 
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it 
shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or 
in the age to come.

1) To defy God’s self revelation is to 
blaspheme the Holy Spirit

� Hebrews 6:4 - 6

For in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift and have been made partakers of the 
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of 
God and the powers of the age to come, and 
then have fallen away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance, since they 
again crucify to themselves the Son of God 
and put Him to open shame.

2) Apostasy is the equivalent of the 
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit

� Hebrews 3:12 - 14

Take care, brethren, that there not be in any 
one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls 
away from the living God. But encourage one 
another day after day, as long as it is still 
called “Today,” so that none of you will be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we 
have become partakers of Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance firm until 
the end,

2) Apostasy is the equivalent of the 
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit
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� Hebrews 10:26, 27

For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving 
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying 
expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire 
which will consume the adversaries.

2) Apostasy is the equivalent of the 
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit

� Hebrews 10:28, 29

Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses 
dies without mercy on the testimony of two or 
three witnesses. How much severer 
punishment do you think he will deserve who 
has trampled under foot the Son of God, and 
has regarded as unclean the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified, and 
has insulted the Spirit of grace?

2) Apostasy is the equivalent of the 
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit

� 1John 2:19

They went out from us, but they were not 
really of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have remained with us; but they went 
out, so that it would be shown that they all 
are not of us.

3) God will keep true Christians from apostasy 
and will forgive their sins
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� Hebrews 6:9

But, beloved, we are convinced of better 
things concerning you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we are 
speaking in this way.

3) God will keep true Christians from apostasy 
and will forgive their sins

� Hebrews 10:31 - 33

It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. But remember the former 
days, when, after being enlightened, you 
endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly 
by being made a public spectacle through 
reproaches and tribulations, and partly by 
becoming sharers with those who were so 
treated.

3) God will keep true Christians from apostasy 
and will forgive their sins

� Hebrews 10:34 - 35

For you showed sympathy to the prisoners 
and accepted joyfully the seizure of your 
property, knowing that you have for 
yourselves a better possession and a lasting 
one. Therefore, do not throw away your 
confidence, which has a great reward.

3) God will keep true Christians from apostasy 
and will forgive their sins
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� 1John 1:7 - 9

but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in 
the Light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

3) God will keep true Christians from apostasy 
and will forgive their sins


