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Korah and company decide to rebel

= Numbers 16:1, 2

Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of
Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of
Peleth, sons of Reuben, took action, and
they rose up before Moses, together with
some of the sons of Israel, two hundred and
fifty leaders of the congregation, chosen in
the assembly, men of renown.

Moses will let God adjudicate the matter
m Numbers 16:3, 4 (HCSB)

They came together against Moses and
Aaron and told them, “You have gone too far!
Everyone in the entire community is holy,
and the LORD is among them. Why then do
you exalt yourselves above the LORD’s
assembly?” When Moses heard this, he fell
facedown.
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Yahweh will decide the matter

m Numbers 16:5 (HCSB)

Then he said to Korah and all his followers,
“Tomorrow morning the LORD will reveal who
belongs to Him, who is set apart, and the one
He will let come near Him. He will let the one
He chooses come near Him.”

They have gone too far

m Numbers 16:6, 7 (HCSB)

“Korah, you and all your followers are to do
this: take firepans, and tomorrow place fire in
them and put incense on them before the
LORD. Then the man the LORD chooses will
be the one who is set apart. It is you Levites
who have gone too far!”

w

They were not satisfied with God’s calling
m Numbers 16:8, 9

Then Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you
sons of Levi, is it not enough for you that the
God of Israel has separated you from the
rest of the congregation of Israel, to bring
you near to Himself, to do the service of the
tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before
the congregation to minister to them;”
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Their sin is against Yahweh

= Numbers 16:10, 11

and that He has brought you near, Korah,
and all your brothers, sons of Levi, with you?
And are you seeking for the priesthood also?
Therefore you and all your company are
gathered together against the LORD; but as
for Aaron, who is he that you grumble
against him?

Rebels
= Numbers 16:12 - 14

Then Moses sent a summons to Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab; but they said, “We
will not come up. Is it not enough that you
have brought us up out of a land flowing with
milk and honey to have us die in the
wilderness, but you would also lord it over
us? Indeed, you have not brought us into a
land flowing with milk and honey, nor have
you given us an inheritance of fields and
vineyards. Would you put out the eyes of
these men? We will not come up!”

i

Moses appeals to Yahweh

= Numbers 16:15, 16

Then Moses became very angry and said to
the LORD, “Do not regard their offering! |
have not taken a single donkey from them,
nor have | done harm to any of them.” Moses
said to Korah, “You and all your company be
present before the LORD tomorrow, both you
and they along with Aaron.”
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They will see whose offering is accepted

= Numbers 16:17, 18

“Each of you take his firepan and put incense
on it, and each of you bring his censer before
the LORD, two hundred and fifty firepans;
also you and Aaron shall each bring his
firepan.” So they each took his own censer
and put fire on it, and laid incense on it; and
they stood at the doorway of the tent of
meeting, with Moses and Aaron.

T

They will see whose offering is accepted

= Numbers 16:19

Thus Korah assembled all the congregation
against them at the doorway of the tent of
meeting. And the glory of the LORD appeared
to all the congregation.

i

Moses and Aaron Intercede

= Numbers 16:20 - 22

Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron,
saying, “Separate yourselves from among
this congregation, that | may consume them
instantly.” But they fell on their faces and
said, “O God, God of the spirits of all flesh,
when one man sins, will You be angry with
the entire congregation?”
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They are to separate from the rebels

= Numbers 16:23, 24

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

“Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get
back from around the dwellings of Korah,
Dathan and Abiram.”

They are to separate from the rebels
m Numbers 16:25 - 27

Then Moses arose and went to Dathan and Abiram,
with the elders of Israel following him, and he spoke
to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the
tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing that
belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all
their sin.” So they got back from around the
dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram; and
Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the
doorway of their tents, along with their wives and
their sons and their little ones.

A test for who speaks for God
m Numbers 16:28 - 30

Moses said, “By this you shall know that the
LORD has sent me to do all these deeds; for
this is not my doing. If these men die the
death of all men or if they suffer the fate of all
men, then the LORD has not sent me. But if
the LORD brings about an entirely new thing
and the ground opens its mouth and
swallows them up with all that is theirs, and
they descend alive into Sheol, then you will
understand that these men have spurned the
LORD.”
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They go straight to Sheol!
m Numbers 16:31 - 33

As he finished speaking all these words, the
ground that was under them split open; and
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
them up, and their households, and all the
men who belonged to Korah with their
possessions. So they and all that belonged
to them went down alive to Sheol; and the
earth closed over them, and they perished
from the midst of the assembly.

Those offering strange fire are judged

= Numbers 16:34 - 35

All Israel who were around them fled at their
outcry, for they said, “The earth may swallow
us up!” Fire also came forth from the Lord
and consumed the two hundred and fifty men
who were offering the incense.

i

Implications and Applications

1) Anyone who rejects the principle of sola
scriptura defies God like Korah

2) Once we reject God’s ordained
spokespersons, we reject God
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1) Anyone who rejects the principle of sola
scriptura defies God like Korah

m Jude 1:10,11

But these men revile the things which they
do not understand; and the things which they
know by instinct, like unreasoning animals,
by these things they are destroyed. Woe to
them! For they have gone the way of Cain,
and for pay they have rushed headlong into
the error of Balaam, and perished in the
rebellion of Korah.

1) Anyone who rejects the principle of sola
scriptura defies God like Korah

mJude 1:12, 13

These are the men who are hidden reefs in
your love feasts when they feast with you
without fear, caring for themselves; clouds
without water, carried along by winds;
autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead,
uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up
their own shame like foam; wandering stars,
for whom the black darkness has been
reserved forever.

2) Once we reject God'’s ordained
spokespersons, we reject God

m Psalm 106:16 - 18

When they became envious of Moses in the
camp, And of Aaron, the holy one of the
LORD, The earth opened and swallowed up
Dathan, And engulfed the company of
Abiram. And a fire blazed up in their
company; The flame consumed the wicked.
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