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The Key Passage of Scripture

e Romans 9

6 But it is not as though the word of God has
failed. For they are not all Israel who are
descended from Israel;

7 nor are they all children because they are
Abraham's descendants, but: "THROUGH
ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE
NAMED."

8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who
are children of God, but the children of the
promise are regarded as descendants.




God’s Purpose

According to His Choice

9 For this is the word of promise: "AT THIS TIME | WILL
COME, AND SARAH SHALL HAVE A SON."

10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when
she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac;

11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done
anything good or bad, so that God's purpose according
to His choice would stand, not because of works but
because of Him who calls,

12 it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE
YOUNGER."

13 Just as it is written, "JACOB | LOVED, BUT ESAU |
HATED."




It Depends on God

14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice
with God, is there? May it never be!

15 For He says to Moses, "| WILL HAVE MERCY
ON WHOM | HAVE MERCY, AND | WILL HAVE
COMPASSION ON WHOM | HAVE
COMPASSION.”

16 So then it does not depend on the man who
wills or the man who runs, but on God who has
mercy.




The Example of Pharaoh

17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "FOR THIS
VERY PURPOSE | RAISED YOU UP, TO
DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND
THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH."

18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires,
and He hardens whom He desires.

19 You will say to me then, "Why does He still find
fault? For who resists His will?"




The Answer to the Objection

20 On the contrary, who are you, O man,
who answers back to God? The thing
molded will not say to the molder, "Why
did you make me like this," will it?

21 Or does not the potter have a right over
the clay, to make from the same lump one
vessel for honorable use and another for
common use”?




A Partial Answer to “Why”

22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate
His wrath and to make His power known,
endured with much patience vessels of wrath
prepared for destruction?

23 And He did so to make known the riches of His
glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared
beforehand for glory,

24 even us, whom He also called, not from among
Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.




Ephesians 1. The Glory of Election

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ,

4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation
of the world, that we would be holy and
blameless before Him In love

5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind
intention of His will,

6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.




2 Timothy 1: Grace from all Eternity

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord or of me His
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for
the gospel according to the power of God,

9 who has saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and
grace which was granted us in Christ
Jesus from all eternity,




Next Week: Sanctification

* Read Philippians 2:12-13

Reflect on what these verses teach us
regarding “compatibilism” and its
relationship to sanctification.
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