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Count it All Joy

James 1:2-4

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you
encounter various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces endurance.
And let endurance have its perfect result,
so that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.

The Promise: Romans 8:28

Romans 8:28

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to
His purpose.

Exulting in Tribulations

« Romans 5: 1-5
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through cur Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom also we have obtained our
introduction by faith into this grace in which we
stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
And not only this, but we also exult in our
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about
perseverance, and perseverance, proven
character; and proven character, hope; and
hope does not disappoint, because the love of
God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given {o us.




Suffering as a Christian

1 Peter 4:12-16

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal
among you, which comes upon you for your
testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you; but to the degree that you
share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing,
so that also at the revelation of His glory you
may rejoice with exultation. If you are reviled for
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the Spirit of glory and of God rests an you. Make
sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, ar
thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but
if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be
ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name.

Pastoral Implications

+ How do we deal with the issue of evil and
suffering?

Worldviews and their Consequences

Sufficiency and Sovereignty

« 2 Carinthians 12.7-9

Because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, for this reason, to keep me from
exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me--
to keep me from exalting myself! 8Concerning
this | implored the Lord three times that it might
leave me. And He has said to me, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness " Most gladly, therefore, | will rather
boast about my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may dwell in me.




Job: A “Chosen Example” of
Sovereignty and Suffering

Job 42:1-3

Then Job answered the LORD and said, "
— know that You can do all things, And that
no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.
'Who is this that hides counsel without
— knowledge?' "Therefore | have declared
that which | did not understand, Things too
wonderful for me, which | did not know.”

The Qutcome of the
— Lord’s Dealings

—  James 5:10-11

— As an example, brethren, of suffering and
patience, take the prophets who spoke in
the name of the Lord. We count those

— blessed who endured You have heard of
the endurance of Job and have seen the
outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the

— Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

Next Week: Spiritual Warfare

—— + Read Job 1:8-12

= What does this text teach regarding the
relationship between the sovereignty of
— Ged and “spiritual warfare.”




